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About the Authors 
ROBIN MORRIS COLLIN 
Robin Morris Collin began her teaching career in 1984 at Tulane Law 
School and has taught at Pepperdine University School of Law, McGeorge 
Law School at the University of the Pacific, and Washington and Lee Law 
School. Prior to teaching, she practiced administrative law at the Federal 
Trade Commission in Washington, D.C, criminal law as an assistant county 
attorney in the Maricopa County, Ariz., and private plaintiffs' antitrust law 
at Reed, Goldstein and Jenkins-Reed of Phoenix. She received her law 
degree from Arizona State University College of Law and is a member of 
the bar in both Oregon and Arizona. She also is admitted to practice before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Morris Collin has won awards for teaching and service, including the 
Orland John Hollis award at the University of Oregon School of Law and 
the Hammer Award from Vice President Al Gore. In addition, she was 
awarded the David Brower Lifetime Achievement Award at the Public 
Interest Environmental Law Conference in 2001 and the Judith Ramaley 
Award from the Oregon Campus Compact for civic engagement in 
sustainability in 2009. Morris Collin serves on the board of her family’s 
Red River Shipping Company, the first and only African-American owned 
and operated vessel line. 
RAMONA FERNANDEZ 
Dr. Fernandez has taught at the college level for forty-four years and is a 
graduate of The History of Consciousness Program at the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. Her book, Imagining Literacy: Rhizomes of 
Knowledge in American Culture and Literature was a finalist for the 
Frederick W. Ness award from the Association of Colleges and Universities 
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and is now available in a Kindle version. She is gratified beyond measure to 
be part of the Presumed Incompetent movement. 
JASON IVERSON 
Born in Anchorage, Alaska, Jason is a third year law student at Seattle 
University School of Law. Jason earned a BS in Finance and a BA in 
Spanish from Chico State University. After the bar, Jason plans on pursuing 
a career in civil litigation, improving his golf game, and rollerblading. Jason 
also has an interest in writing some fiction. 
For two years at Seattle University, Jason was fortunate enough to be a 
staff editor for the Seattle Journal of Social Justice (SJSJ), which afforded 
him the opportunity to write his piece about Alaska.  
DANNÉ L. JOHNSON 
Professor Danné L. Johnson earned her BA degree in Afro-American 
Studies from the University of Pennsylvania and her JD from The National 
Law Center at the George Washington University. After law school, 
Johnson worked for six years at the US Securities and Exchange 
Commission in the Division of Enforcement in New York City. She served 
as a staff attorney, senior counsel, and finally as a branch chief. In the latter 
role, she trained, supervised, and guided attorneys who were investigating 
possible violations of federal securities laws. 
In 2000, she moved to Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. While in 
the Mutual Fund Unit, she focused on the registration of the Met Series 
Fund and life products and mutual fund governance. She later moved to the 
Variable Products Unit and concentrated on the development and 
registration of variable annuity products. Meanwhile, she served on the 
New York Urban League’s Manhattan Advisory Board of Directors and 
chaired the board of directors for The Miracle Makers, Inc., New York’s 
largest day-care provider. Professor Johnson was an arbitrator with the 
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National Association of Securities Dealers Dispute Resolution (currently 
known as FINRA). 
Professor Johnson joined the Oklahoma City University School of Law 
faculty in 2003. Johnson teaches Civil Procedure, Securities Regulation, 
Securities Litigation and Enforcement, and American Legal History (from a 
race perspective).  Her students and the community, for her dynamic service 
and leadership, esteem her. Johnson has traveled twice to Europe and once 
to China to teach, or to engage, in other scholarly activity. In 2012, Johnson 
was the chair of the American Association of Law Schools Section on 
Women in Legal Education. Professor Johnson has a scholarly interest in 
the intersection of race, class, and gender. Her scholarship is thought 
provoking and diverse in subject matter. Johnson is pleased to use her voice 
to agitate for greater societal equality. 
DANIEL POLLACK 
Serving plaintiffs and defendants, Professor Daniel Pollack has been an 
expert witness for lawyers in more than 20 states. He has also provided 
litigation support and been a consultant to many attorneys. 
Since 1980, Professor Pollack has held executive, management, and 
policy-making positions in social welfare agencies in Maryland and Ohio, 
including deputy executive director for Maryland's Social Services 
Administration and principal advisor for health and human services to 
Ohio's governor. His experience includes liability of agencies and workers 
in child welfare, licensing of public and private facilities, record 
management, confidentiality, and ethics.  
Professor Pollack's research interests include law, ethics, and liability; 
social workers as expert witnesses; adoption, foster care, child abuse and 
neglect; wrongful death of children in foster care and in residential care; 
risk management; record keeping; licensing and accreditation; and 
international social work. Professor Pollack is an honorary fellow of the 
American Academy of Adoption Attorneys. 
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KAREN ROTHSCHILD 
Karen Rothschild earned her BA in government from Oberlin College, 
her JD from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, and a Certificate in 
Public Health from Georgetown University. She works for the federal 
government, and is licensed to practice law in New York and Washington, 
DC.  
REBECCA N. SELLS 
Rebecca Sells is a 2014 JD candidate at Seattle University School of 
Law. She received her BA in International Relations from University of 
California, Davis. Prior to law school, she spent a year in Africa working 
with a nonprofit agency and traveling through 13 countries. 
KIEU-LINH CAROLINE VALVERDE 
Professor Kieu-Linh Caroline Valverde received her BA in Political 
Science and PhD in Ethnic Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. 
Her teaching, research, and organizing interests include: Southeast Asian 
American history and contemporary issues, mixed race and gender theories, 
Fashionology, Aesthetics, Diaspora, and Transnationalism Studies. She 
authored Transnationalizing Viet Nam: Community, Culture, and Politics in 
the Diaspora (Temple University Press 2012). This book explores the 
immense influence of the native and diasporic communities on each other in 
politics, culture, community, generations, gender relations, technology, 
news media, and the arts. Professor Valverde founded Viet Nam Women's 
Forum (1996), a virtual community with over 300 women globally, and Our 
Voice (2008), a consortium of concerned Overseas Vietnamese that put 
forward ideas and action plans that best represent their communities and 
promote development globally (2008). Professor Valverde was a Luce 
Southeast Asian Studies Fellow at the Australian National University 
(2004), Rockefeller Fellow for Project Diaspora at the University of 
Massachusetts, Boston (2001-02), and a Fulbright Fellow in Viet Nam 
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(1999). As a passionate advocate for the arts, she curated the exhibit Áo 
Dài: A Modern Design Coming of Age (2006) for the San Jose Museum of 
Quits and Textiles in partnership with the Association for Viet Arts, and 
consults for the annual Áo Dài Festival held in San Jose (2011, 2012). 
JENNIFER LISA VEST 
Jennifer Lisa Vest has performed poetry and spoken word, and delivered 
philopoetic lectures at numerous universities, political events, and arts 
venues throughout North America. She has had her poetry published in 
eight anthologies and seven journals, published a chapbook of poetry, and 
produced three poetry CDs. 
Dr. Vest earned her Bachelors Degree in Physics at Hampshire College, 
her Masters Degree in History at Howard University and her PhD in Ethnic 
Studies and Philosophy at the University of California, Berkeley. Following 
the receipt of her doctorate, she was awarded a two-year postdoctoral 
Fellowship at UCLA at the Center for the Study of Women. 
For ten years (2002-2012), she taught cross-cultural Philosophy and 
Women's Studies as a Philosophy Professor. 
CATHARINE WELLS 
Catharine Wells is a Professor of Law and Law School Fund Research 
Scholar at Boston College Law School, where she teaches and writes in 
various areas of legal theory, including Pragmatic Legal Theory, Feminist 
Jurisprudence and Civil Rights Theory. In addition, she teaches a class in 
American philosophy in College of Arts and Sciences. She is a nationally 
recognized expert on Pragmatism and its relationship to American legal 
theory. Professor Wells has taught at a number of law schools including 
those at the University of Southern California, Stanford University, the 
University of Arizona, and the University of Utah. Her law review articles 
have been published in many journals including the Harvard Law Review, 
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the Michigan Law Review, University of Southern California Law Review, 
and the Northwestern Law Journal.  
Professor Wells has also held many positions of leadership within the 
academic community. In addition to serving as Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs at Boston College, she has served as chair of the 
Association of American Law Schools Section on Torts and Compensation 
Systems, and the Section on Teaching Methods. She has organized 
numerous symposia including one on Neo-Pragmatism in American Law, 
which was published in the USC Law Review. She has also been elected to 
membership in the American Law Institute. Currently, she is working on a 
book about Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. and the pragmatic tradition in 
American law. 
Professor Wells received her law degree Magna Cum Laude from 
Harvard Law School. She also earned an MA and PhD in Philosophy from 
the University of California, Berkeley. 
ELYNE M. VAUGHT 
Elyne M. Vaught is a 2014 JD candidate at Seattle University School of 
Law, where he currently serves as the 2013-14 Editor in Chief of the Seattle 
Journal for Social Justice. Prior to law school, Elyne served in the United 
States Army as a military intelligence analyst from 2002-06. He spent one 
year deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (2004-05). 
Elyne earned his BA in Criminal Justice, and minors in Government, 
Sociology, African-American Studies, and Communications from Eastern 
Washington University in 2010. 
 
